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The Spartans now emerged from the safe shelter of
the wall which they had built across the Isthmus ^of
Corinth and marched under their leader Pausanias
against the Persian general. About one hundred
thousand men attacked the enemy near Plataea and
routed the Persian hosts.
After this war Persia sank into a confusion of do-
mestic troubles. Xerxes himself was murdered in
465 which was a grave signal for revolts. Rebellions
broke out in Egypt, Syria and Media.
And yet the empire of Darius held on for a century
and a quarter. Intrigues and disaffections shook the
joints of the vast realm. Darius III was the last ruler
of the family who had seen the falling off of the
provinces and who now witnessed the ruin of his empire.
Alexander the Macedonian first beat him at Issus in 333
B. c. and again at Arbela two years after. Darius fled
the field and escaped north towards the country of the
Medes. He was pursued, was overtaken at dawn, dying
in his chariot, murdered by his own people.
Alexander had already captured Babylon, Susa
and Persepolis. At the last named city, the capital of
the empire, an event happened which shamed the valour
of the Greeks. In the midst of a drinking bout madden-
ed by nocturnal carousals and vicious romping,
the conqueror rose at the incitement offered by the
courtesan Thais, his pretty keep, snatched a torch
from one of the attendants and set fire to the great
palace of Darius, the king of kings. The city burned
as Athens had burnt a century and a quarter before.
And perhaps that was the purpose of this arson. A
recompense of queer sanity!
Nothing remained of the palace that Darius built
or of the extensive domains of the Persians that was
stretching across the Middle East from end to end.
The immense empire tottered to a fall and was lost
in its own ruins.